“If I Had Planned the First Christmas…”

Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-45; 2:1-20

Isaiah 55:8-9, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
The differences in “my plan” and “God’s plan”:

I. Nazareth

Me: Streamline the process to reduce stress
God: Stretch out the process to result in success
II. Bethlehem

Me: Smooth transition for comfort in the short run
God: Ripples and waves for building faith capacity for the long run
III. Shepherds
Me: An inconvenience to be endured 

God: An insight to be embraced/A confirmation of His promises.

