“Don’t Love the World”

I John 2:12-17

 The “world” – Evil system opposed to God; world under the control of Satan. 
1 John 5:19, “We know that we are children of God and that the world around us is under the control of the evil one.”

Why we should not love the world:

I. The world pulls us from God and disrupts our fellowship with God (vs. 15)
Matthew 6:24, “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.” 
II. The world’s values are in opposition to God (vs. 16)

James 4:4, “Don’t you realize that friendship with the world makes you an enemy of God?”
Outwardly the world persecutes Christians. Inwardly it seduces us.
 
The world seduces us by:
1. Desires of the flesh – cravings and sinful interests  

2. Desires of the eyes – desires that originate in what we see.

3. Pride in possessions – pretentious arrogance with status or possessions. 

 Satan’s lie: God is bad. Sin is better. 
III. The world is temporal and will fail to satisfy (vs. 17)

Right thinking is the first step to righteous living (Philippians 4:8-9)

 Philippians 4:8-9, “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.”
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