Christmas Words

“Hallelujah”
Luke 2:15-20, 25-33; Matthew 2:11
 We have described the first Christmas with the words “humble” and “hardship”. The final word is “hallelujah”.

Now the kids would agree with that because today they are saying, “Hallelujah. Christmas is in two days!”
Hallelujah moments: birth of a child; getting a job; getting married; heck even getting a date! Getting a good report from the doctor; achieving a goal; making all “A’s”; just passing finals!

As a believer in God and a follower of Christ there are moments in our lives that are so God ordained and deserving of praise that we want to shout “Hallelujah! Praise the Lord!”
For Mary and Joseph there were Hallelujah moments in the Christmas story:

1. Luke 2:15-20 - Shepherds

After taking the 80 to 90-mile journey to Bethlehem while 9 months pregnant; birthing room in a cave; a painful labor and delivery; and seeing a baby who is wonderful yet does not look any different than any other baby they had seen in their life; I wonder if they began to question if this was truly God’s child. Are you telling me God set up this plan? A cave to be born in? A feeding trough for a crib? 90 miles away from friends and family? Maybe this pregnancy was a freak of nature? The joy of giving birth was probably tempered with the wonder of “is this truly the Son of God?” 

Yes both Mary and Joseph were visited by an angel providing the news and explanations of this child. Yes there was an immaculate conception. Yes Mary’s cousin, Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist, also affirmed it when Mary visited her during her pregnancy.
So some of you might say, ‘How could they question that all this was from God?’ No way they thought this birth would be this difficult and stressful.
When reality does not match up with expectations, doubts will arise.

When we are following God’s guidance, and reality does not match up with expectations, doubts begin to arise in our life. We begin to doubt God’s love; His power, presence and plan for our life.
And just when you need some reaffirmation that God is directing your path and is in control, then the “Hallelujah Moment!”

Read 2:15-18 - Shepherds show up and tell Mary and Joseph the amazing story of how the angels appeared to them. First it was one angel who told them that a Savior was born, who is Christ the Lord…and he will be in swaddling clothes lying in a manger. Then the sky was full of angels praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth, peace, good will among men.”
Read vs. 19-20 – “treasured up” – guard from loss; keep in mind lest it be forgotten. Write it our journal; capture it in a Facebook post.
“pondering” – to put one thing with another in considering circumstances. Go over in detail the words of the angel Gabriel and the shepherds and compare with the facts that have happened so far.
When the reality did not match up with the expectations, the shepherds reaffirmed the fact this baby is God’s Son. Hallelujah moment!
2. Luke 2:25-33 Simeon

It had been 40 days since the birth. As new parents they marveled over their newborn son. (New parents staring at and videoing every movement of your child.) But believing it is God’s Son, they watch him very closely; looking for some indication of deity. 

· Nothing out of the ordinary

· Not like the 14th and 15th century paintings in the Uffizi Museum in Florence by artists such as Giotto, Lorenzetti, and others where the baby Jesus had a halo!

· He cries when he is hungry, he sleeps like any other baby, needs his diaper changed like any other baby. 

· There is nothing of great difference than any other baby in the neighborhood. Then the Hallelujah moment!
Jewish Family ceremonies:


1. Circumcision on the 8th day.

2. Purification ceremony – 33 days later for the mother to make her ceremonially clean. Travel to the temple in Jerusalem.

3. Bring a pair of doves or pigeons for a sacrifice
When they went to the temple for purification and dedication, they encountered a righteous man named Simeon (Read vss. 25-33)
They marveled. How did this man know? Everything he said fit with everything they had been told.  That five-mile journey back to Bethlehem had to be encouraging! Reaffirmed again who Jesus was…God’s Son. Hallelujah moment!
3. Matthew 2:11 Wise men

Jesus growing up in Bethlehem was anywhere from a little over a year to two years old.

· Again, he is a good boy…best one in the neighborhood!

· But nothing out of the ordinary. He doesn’t split the bath water like the Red Sea; when he trips, angels don’t catch him; his first words were not from the Ten Commandments: Ye shall have no other gods before me!

Got to wonder. Need some reaffirmation. Then came the Hallelujah moment.

The wise men (Magi), who served a priestly role in Persia, followed the star they discovered and it led them to Joseph and Mary’s house.

Read vs. 11 -  and they worshiped the son. Reaffirmed who Jesus was…God’s Son.
Next verse God warns Joseph to flee to Egypt. Headed south about 40 miles outside of Herod’s jurisdiction. The gifts helped finance the trip and to get established in Egypt.
The First Christmas was filled with “Hallelujah Moments”. 
I. Christmas is a “Hallelujah Moment”
A.  Globally: the hope of salvation

Simeon said it best in verses 30-32. Salvation for everyone. Jesus the hope of the world. What a Hallelujah moment! 

· God in the flesh dwelling with us; putting up His tent on earth so we could know more about Him. 

· God in the flesh going to the cross to die for us and provide eternal life to anyone and everyone who chooses to believe.

That is why we give and we go to the ends of the world so that all peoples may know who Jesus is, to have the opportunity to accept Him, and receive eternal life. To be able to give God the praise and glory He deserves. To be able to say, “Hallelujah…Praise the Lord!”
B. Individually: a relationship with God
1. Rebirth  
Jesus said that in order to come into a right relationship with God and to accept Jesus as Savior, you must be born again. Each one of us will make a choice whether or not to accept the gift of the new birth. It is a Hallelujah moment when you make the decision to be born again; to start over; to walk with God down the road of life.
To recognize that the old self has died and now all things are new.
2. Reaffirmation
As you follow the Christmas story, you see where God reaffirmed His will and plan with Mary and Joseph. 

· At times when they could have been wavering, God stepped in and reaffirmed His plan.

· At times when they could have hesitated in following His will, He reaffirmed His omniscience. If Joseph had doubts about Jesus being God’s Son, he could have lingered in Bethlehem and endangered his son.
The Christmas “Hallelujah Moments” are reminders that God does the same for us. There are times when doubts creep in and our faith wavers and God discloses Himself in a special way to reaffirm our faith. There are times when we will be asked to take a major step of faith…a major disruption in our life, and God does something to reaffirm His presence and His omnipotence. 
Through Hallelujah Moments God reminds of us of:
· The importance of relationships

· The consequences of eternity

· The incredible value of every day

II. Hallelujah moments can come through various means:
A. Setbacks – Get knocked down so low that the only thing you can do is look up. As you see God, he reaffirms His presence and power.
B. Success – Reminder of God’s providence and provision and my response is to give Him a huge “Hallelujah. Praise the Lord!”
C. Service – Serving others God speaks. 
D. Solitude – Getting away just you and God and letting Him speak to you outside the noise of daily life and remind you of who He is and whose you are. A “Hallelujah Moment” that could vastly alter your direction in life and next steps.
E. Scripture – 
Christmas is a time of “Hallelujahs.” We praise God for the gift of His Son and the opportunity to experience the new birth.
Today could be your day for rebirth…a Hallelujah Moment of eternal significance!

For most of us this is a day for reaffirmation. A day to recall those Hallelujah Moments where God has showed up and showed out and today you remember those and praise Him. 

Or it could be that you are trudging through a deep valley of uncertainty and you desperately need a “Hallelujah Moment.” Christmas is a time where God reaffirms His love for you…the fact He has a plan for your life…and that no matter how far you have strayed from Him…His love and His plan are still there.
In the midst of the humble settings and hardships of that first Christmas, God showed his faithfulness by providing Hallelujah moments to reaffirm His love and His plan for their lives.
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